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How to teach and learn vocabulary 

Beyond words 

“While without grammar very little can be 

conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be 

conveyed.” 

(D. Wilkins, 1972) 
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TEXT PAGE STANDARD 

This page will manage your text using the 
standard PPT text functions on your tool bar. 

 

The minimum size for presentations that will 
be projected to an audience should be 18. 

 

The minimum size for slide decks that will be 
read should be 10 



How to teach and learn vocabulary 

Beyond words 

“Word are more than individual containers with 

meanings. They exist in a complex matrix which 

links them to morphemes (prefixes and suffixes), 

other meanings (synonyms, antonyms), other 

words (that is, the words they are likely to occur 

with), grammar patterns, multi-word units (groups 

of words that are fixed into phrases or idioms).” 

(M. McCarthy, A. O’Keeffe and S. Walsh) 
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TEXT PAGE STANDARD 

This page will manage your text using the 
standard PPT text functions on your tool bar. 

 

The minimum size for presentations that will 
be projected to an audience should be 18. 

 

The minimum size for slide decks that will be 
read should be 10 
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Overview 

 

Beyond words 

Vocabulary skills 

 Learning vocabulary 

 Recording vocabulary 

 Paraphrasing 

 Understanding the meaning  

of new words 

 

IMAGE CHART 

This chart shows the preferred position fro 
images on a page 

 

A small library of approved imagery is 
available from the Brand Hub on the 
Macmillan Education space in Campus digital 

 



1 

Learning vocabulary 
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Lexical sets 
Category word (superordinate)+ category members (hyponyms) 
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Lexical sets 
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Lexical sets 
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Using visuals, categorising 

Recalling related vocabulary  
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The fly swatter game 

Recalling related vocabulary 
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Puzzle, audio-visual task 

Introducing and practising in context 
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Cognitive thinking 

Practising in context 
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Creative speaking 

Practising in context 



1 (name of a girl) 
   MET 
2 (name of a boy) 
   AT 
3 (a place) 
   SHE SAID 
4 (what she said) 
   HE SAID 
5 (what he said) 
   SO … 
6 (what they did) 
 
 

Practising using co-operative writing 

Consequences 
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Practising using co-operative writing 

A strange story 

A strange day 
 
It’s a strange day with strange weather. Describe 
the weather. 
 
You go to a strange house.  
Describe the house and the door of the house. 
 
A strange person opens the door.  
Describe the person. 
 
Something very strange happens.  
Describe what happens.  
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Recording vocabulary 
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In lexical sets 

Recording vocabulary 

Words & Beyond, Beyond A2+ 



Labelled  

picture 



Parts of the 

body heart  

head 
brain 

face 

ear  
eye  
nose 

mouth 

tooth 

neck  

chest 

leg 

knee 

ankle 

foot 

toe 

stomach 

throat  

back 

arm 

hand 

finger 
thumb 

Network 



Parts of the body 
Head     Body 

Word tree 



Parts of the body 
Head Body 
brain neck 
face throat 
eye back 
ear chest 
nose heart 
mouth leg 
tooth knee 
  ankle 
  foot 
  toe 
  stomach 
  arm 
  hand 
  finger 
  thumb 

Table 
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Associations 

Making connections 
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Different word sets 

Making connections 



25 

Ebbinghaus forgetting and learning curves 

Reviewing and recycling 
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Paraphrasing 
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At the chemist’s 

Paraphrasing 
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Conversations 

Paraphrasing 

Beyond B1 
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Noticing and using chunks/functional phrases 

 

Paraphrasing 
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Use of superordinates 

Paraphrasing 

 It’s a kind of … 
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Mystery word box game 

Paraphrasing  

mystery word 
box  
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Understanding the meaning  
of new words 
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Activation 

Understanding the meaning of new words 

 Establish the topic 

 Activate students’ general knowledge of the topic 
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Activation 

Understanding the meaning of new words 

Presentation heading | Date Month Year 

 Activate students’ knowledge of the text type (layout, 

headings, pictures, links etc) 
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Focus on task 

Understanding the meaning of new words 

 Read or listen only in order to fulfil the 

task or reason for reading/listening 

 Don’t worry about vocabulary that isn’t 

important for the task 
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Understanding the meaning of new 
words 





38 

Summary 

 

Beyond words 

Vocabulary skills 

 Learning vocabulary 

 Recording vocabulary 

 Paraphrasing 

 Understanding the meaning  

of new words 
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